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Aquatic Invasive Species of the Great Lakes

Spiny water flea Bythotrephes cederstroemi

Quick Facts:
 Classification: Predatory crustacean  
 zooplanktor in the Cercopagidae family

 Origin: Eurasia 

 First validated occurrence in the Great  
 Lakes basin: Lake Huron, 1984  
 (Bur et al. 1986) 

 Means of introduction: Ballast water  
 from ocean going vessels (Sprules  
 et al. 1990) 

 Key impacts: Unknown but likely  
 compete with larval and juvenile fish for  
 food resources
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