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Sea lamprey Petromyzon marinus

QuIcK FACTS:

>

Classification: Jawless, parasitic fish in
the Petromyzontidae family

Origin: Atlantic ocean

First validated occurrence in the Great
Lakes basin: Lake Ontario, 1830’s (Mills
etal. 1993)

Means of introduction: Unknown but
theorized that the sea lamprey migrated
through the Welland Canal from its
native range in the Atlantic Ocean
(Emery 1985) or was brought in on
boats (Morman et al. 1980)

Key impacts: Parasitizes several fish
species and has had a particularly large
impact on lake trout (Salvelinus
namaycush) populations
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