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Beach Monitoring in Michigan
in less than 5 minutes…

Shannon Briggs
517-335-1214

briggssl@michigan.gov

Health Code requirements
Sharing E. coli data

Beach Status per ’03 & ‘04
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Voluntary program however 
Public Health Code specifies 
program requirements

Michigan Beach Monitoring 
(regulations)

Public Health Code in a nutshell:

1.  Health Officer may test 
beach, but must notify 
beach owner prior to 
testing.

6 points
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Public Health Code in a nutshell:

2.  Beach water testing is 
conducted according to 
promulgated standards 
consistent with US EPA.

6 points

Public Health Code in a nutshell:

3. Test results must be 
reported within 36 hours 
of collecting water 
sample.

6 points
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Public Health Code in a nutshell:

4. Posted signs state whether 
the beach is monitored or not at        
all beaches offered to  the 
public.

6 points

Public Health Code in a nutshell:

5. Posted signs also state 
where testing results can 
be found if beach is 
monitored.

6 points
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Example of Posted Sign

Public Health Code in a nutshell:

6. Health officer has the 
authority to close a 
beach and may petition 
the court if needed.

6 points
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WWTP, NPDES, IDEP, 
TMDLs, 
CAFOs,
Septic Tanks, 
Enforcement, LAMPs, 
Beaches, and Drinking Water

Sharing Data Between Programs
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20 E. coli 
(pathogen) 
TMDL’s approved 
so far…

…93 yet to do 
through 2017…

Beaches are 
included in 
TMDL’s

Weekly 
monitoring
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Public W ater-Supply LocationÊÚ

Inland River Source-water Area

Explanation

Great Lakes Connect ing Channels
Source-water Area

Great Lakes Source-water Area

O  h  i  o

Watersheds   
in Michigan 
Public Water 
Supply  
Source Water 
Assessment 
Areas

 

December 2003
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Septage Issues
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Summer 2004
Summer 2003

Beach Monitoring in Michigan
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794724Total
329319Great Lake
465405Inland 

20042003Beaches in database

491392Total
199184Great Lake
292208Inland 

20042003Monitored Beaches 
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.968.969Total

.960.959 Great Lake

.973.978Inland 

20042003Batting Average 

You can have a great batting average and still lose the game.

121 206 times81  140 timesTotal

56 100 times50  87 timesGreat Lake

65 106 times31  53 timesInland 
20042003

Beaches Closed
Results > E. coli std
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673
6,301 times

311
4,440 times

Total

273
2,408 times

134
~2,390 times

Great Lake

400
3,893 times

177 
~2,050 times

Inland 
20042003

Beaches Open
Results < E. coli std

Next Year?

Add more beaches
Increase monitoring

Remain hopeful for rapid test


