
Surface Water Monitoring and Standards (SWiMS) Meeting


February 1-3, 2005

Allerton Crowne Plaza Hotel

701 North Michigan Ave, Chicago, IL

U.S. EPA Region 5, State, and Tribal water monitoring and standards staff invite you to attend the 2005 Midwest Surface Water Monitoring and Standards (SWiMS) meeting February 1-3, 2005 in Chicago.  

The SWiMS meeting is an annual State/Tribal/EPA technical coordinators meeting aimed at sharing monitoring successes and challenges, learning about the most up-to-date scientific information, and discussing programmatic issues.  

General Information

The meeting will cover a wide range of current topics including such topics as nutrient criteria, modeling and other predictive tools, sediment in water quality management, use of biological data, wetlands monitoring and assessment, and others (see the attached draft agenda for session names).  Each session will include 2-3 speakers presenting different scientific, technical, and/or policy-related issues.  While the meeting is aimed at State and Tribal monitoring, assessment and standards staff and managers, federal agencies, the regulated community, academics, environmental organizations, and others are also encouraged to attend.

Three workshops will also be offered the morning of February 1 including “Translating your data into information,” “How to Geo-reference data and Use Selected Web-based Data/Information Tools”, and “Monitoring to support multiple programs.“
Additional information and a more complete draft agenda will be available by December 15, 2004.  Please check our website at:  http://www.epa.gov/region5/water/wqb/swims.htm   In the mean time, the website contains presentations from our 2004 meeting.

Registration:

There is no registration fee to attend the SWiMS meeting.

To register, please send an e-mail to Holly Arrigoni at arrigoni.holly@epa.gov with 
· your name, 
· agency or organization, 
· address, 
· phone number, and 
· e-mail address.  
· If you plan to attend one of the workshops, please include the name of workshop in your e-mail as well.  These workshops will be filled on a first-come, first-serve basis.
Hotel Reservations:

A block of rooms has been reserved for the SWiMS meeting at the Allerton Crowne Plaza Hotel.  The group name is “SWiMS meeting.”  Starting December 8, 2004 reservations can be made by calling 312 440-1500 to make reservations.  The meeting rate is $95.00 plus tax.  The Allerton’s website is http://www.allertonchi.crowneplaza.com/
Important Note:  Please remember to use the group name “SWiMS Meeting” when making reservations as our rate is lower than government rates.


Draft SWiMS Agenda

Supporting Multiple Programs


February 1-3, 2005  


Chicago, IL



Purpose:
The purpose of SWiMS is to provide an opportunity for State and Tribal water quality monitoring, assessment, and standards practitioners to present new methods, discuss issues, present emerging data and findings and share experiences related to setting and implementing standards, and monitoring and assessing the quality of our water resources.  We also hope to strengthen the partnerships between EPA, States, and Tribes by establishing new lines of communication.

February 1, 2005 AM

Workshop 1: Translating your data into information  (CTIC)
Workshop 2: How to Geo-reference data and Use Selected Web-based Data/Information Tools (EPA)
Workshop 3:  Monitoring to Support Multiple Programs (Midwest Biodiversity Institute and Center for Applied Bioassessment and Biocriteria)
Group Gathering
February 1 PM – February 3
Sessions that will be included at the meeting

- Nutrients

- Suspended/bedded sediments and Water Quality 

- Modeling and Predictive Tools

- Great Lakes Monitoring

- Using Biological data:  Debunking Myths

- Wetland Assessment Programs – Using Data to Support Clean Water Programs

- Alternative Monitoring Approaches  
- Wadeable Streams and Large Rivers Studies – Update of Regional Happenings 

- Managing and Using Data Effectively

