
Surface Water Monitoring and Standards (SWiMS) Meeting


January 31st through February 2nd, 2006
Chicago, IL

U.S. EPA Region 5, State, and Tribal water monitoring and standards staff invite you to attend the 2006 Surface Water Monitoring and Standards (SWiMS) meeting January 31 through February 2, 2006 in Chicago.  

The SWiMS meeting is an annual State/Tribal/EPA technical coordinators meeting aimed at sharing monitoring/standards successes and challenges, learning about the most up-to-date scientific information, and discussing programmatic issues.  

General Information

The meeting will cover a wide range of current topics with a special focus on nutrients. Sessions will include what is reference for ditches, refining water quality standards criteria, nutrients and 303(d)/TMDLs, and a variety of others (see the attached draft agenda for session names). Each session will include 2-3 speakers presenting different scientific, technical, and/or policy-related issues. While the meeting is aimed at State and Tribal monitoring, assessment and standards staff and managers, federal agencies, the regulated community, academics, environmental organizations, and others are also encouraged to attend.

Two workshops will also be offered the afternoon of January 31st including “Equipment News and Innovations” and “Using the Biotic Ligand Model (BLM) in Aquatic Life Use Criteria Development.  Please note, the workshops will be held at the EPA Building (77 West Jackson Blvd) not at the hotel.
Additional information and a draft agenda are available at www.epa.gov/region5/water/wqb/swims.htm   

Registration:

There is no registration fee to attend the SWiMS meeting.

To register, please send an e-mail to Holly Arrigoni at arrigoni.holly@epa.gov with 
· your name; agency or organization
· address
· phone number 
· e-mail address  
· If you would like to attend one of the workshops, please include the name of workshop in your e-mail as well. These workshops will be filled on a first-come, first-serve basis, with preference given to State and Tribal participants registering by Friday January 20th. We will do our best to accommodate everyone, however space is very limited. We ask that agencies sending multiple attendees prioritize participants for the Tuesday workshops. You will be informed of acceptance into a workshop via e-mail by January 27th.
Hotel Reservations:
Rooms are available at the Holiday Inn - Mart Plaza for $79.00 + tax under our special room rate.  Be sure to make reservations before January 16, 2006
To Make Reservations:

312-836-5000 asks for reservations or call 1-800-Holiday
Use the Room Block Name “SWIMS Meeting” or the group code:  USW
Holiday Inn Chicago - Mart Plaza

350 N. Orleans St.

Chicago, IL 60654

1-312-836-5000

1-888-465-4329

http://chicago.martplaza.holiday-inn.com/
Guest parking is available at the hotel for $23 per day.

DRAFT
SWiMS Agenda – 2006

12/15/2005
Tuesday, January 31st
Location:  EPA Region 5 Building – 12th Floor
	1:00 (Break included)


	Workshops - Concurrent Session (limited space, please register with Holly Arrigoni at arrigoni.holly@epa.gov)

	
	Equipment News and Innovations from around the Region: How to get the most out of your equipment – Holly Arrigoni, Region 5
Objective: Demonstrations and discussion on field equipment from around the region, including presentations from IDEM, MBI, MPCA, OEPA, Oneida Tribe, and USGS

	
	Using the Biotic Ligand Model (BLM) in Aquatic Life Use criteria development – Dave Pfeifer, Region 5 
Objective: The Biotic Ligand Model (BLM) has proven effective in predicting the acute toxicity of a variety of metals to freshwater organisms, and was recently used in the 2003 draft Ambient Water Quality Criteria for Copper. This course provides an introduction, background and rationale for the BLM, a description of its applications and case examples. The course will cover data needs, and data quality objectives.

	4:30
	End


Wednesday, February 1st 

Location:  Holiday Inn – Mart Plaza
	9:00


	SWiMS Opening

	9:45


	Opening Session
Waterbody Classification in Lakes – Sarah Lehmann, Region 5 (or Ed Hammer, Region 5) 
Objective:  Present and discuss options for classifying lakes and how classification can be incorporated into water quality standards.

	10:30
	Break

	11:00
	Opening Session, Cont., TBD

	12:00
	Lunch

	1:30


	Concurrent Sessions

	
	A. Agricultural Ditches: What is “Reference”? – Ed Hammer, Region 5
Objective:
· What are ditches made from (what was there before the ditch and how did it function?)

· Biological expectations (what is reference condition for a ditch)

· Biological processes

· Nutrient processing

· Sediment transport

· Hydrologic impacts

	
	B.  Watershed Planning/Monitoring – Kira Davis, Little Traverse Bay Band

	3:00
	Break


	3:30


	Concurrent Sessions, cont.

	
	A.  Nutrients, Nutrients, Nutrients – Dave Pfeifer & Candice Bauer, Region 5
Part 1. Regional Nutrient Progress

- Region 5 Nutrient Criteria, Candice Bauer, Region 5

- Panel Session

Part 2.  Nutrient Control Efforts

	
	B.  Quality Assurance Issues – Sarah Lehmann, Region 5
Objective:  Discuss quality assurance issues related to water quality monitoring and lab methods.
· Data quality using kits,and other “easy methods (focus on nutrients and other parameters) Wadeable Streams Assessment – results on macroinvertebrate taxonomic issues 

· E-Coli Volunteer Monitoring Project

	5:00

5:30 – 7:30
	End for the Day

Mixer and possible vendor session – Location TBA


Thursday, February 2, 2006

Location:  
	8:15


	Consistency Between Assessment Methods and Water Quality Standards – Sarah Lehmann and Dave Pfeifer, Region 5  (tentative)
Objective: 

· Florida Rule – what it means for us.  

	8:45
	Short Break

	9:00
	Concurrent Sessions

	
	A.  Revising Water Quality Standards – Dave Maschwitz, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency

	
	B.   Monitoring and Assessment of Wetlands – Sandy Nickel, Illinois EPA

	10:30
	Break

	10:45
	Concurrent Sessions

	
	A.  Nutrients and the 303(d)/TMDL program – Candice Bauer, Region 5 

	
	B.  Field Data in Development/Revision of Chemical Criteria –

TBA

	12:15
	End


