America’s Most Endangered Beaches Report

2007 Nomination Form

Clean Beaches Council (CBC) is soliciting nominations for its first annual report on America’s Most Endangered Beaches.  Through this report, CBC hopes to do more than list problems - we want to identify innovative approaches and solutions that lead to cleaner, healthier beaches.

The America’s Most Endangered Beaches report will highlight acute threats to beaches, rather than chronic conditions.  It is not a list of the nation’s worst or dirtiest beaches.  The goal of the report is to identify solutions to the problems facing beaches – solutions that ultimately lead to improved public policy that benefits all beaches.

SELECTION CRITERIA

CBC is soliciting nominations from thousands of organizations.  Please note that our staff and scientific advisors will review the nominations based on the following criteria:

· The type and magnitude of the threat to the beach (e.g., water quality, erosion, sand contamination, algal blooms, etc.).

· A significant action or decision over the next 12 months that impacts the threat; and

· The regional and national significance of the beach itself.

To nominate a beach, please complete sections one though three and return it to us postmarked no later then January 1, 2007. 

GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of Beach: __________________________________________________________

Location (Please attach a map if available): ____________________________________

Nominating Group: _______________________________________________________

Contact Person: __________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________________ Fax: ________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________________

Website: ________________________________________________________________

BEACH, THREAT (S) AND DECISION POINTS

Please attach a narrative describing the beach, the threat(s) it faces, and major actions or decisions being made in the coming year that affect the threat(s). Use the outline below to guide your narrative, and please limit your narrative to the word limits provided for each section. Where possible, include citations and sources for data and facts.

The Beach- Why is the beach important to the community, region, and nation as a whole?

(300-word limit)

· Size
· Ecological Health
· Uses (e.g. fishing, clamming, birding, habitat, recreation)
· Remarkable features that make it locally, regionally and nationally significant
· Natural, cultural, historic and economic values
The Threat(s)- Why is the beach’s future uncertain?

(500-word limit)

· Provide detailed information on the type and magnitude of the threat(s) facing the beach (e.g., proposed development, habitat disturbance, pollution, land use conflicts, etc.)

· Explain how the threat(s) impact beach health (e.g., sand distribution, habitat, erosion, beautification, beach safety)

· Address the seriousness and imminence of the threat(s). Focus on the threat(s) you believe to be the most significant and pressing.

Actions or Decisions- How will the beach’s fate be determined in the coming year?

(500-word limit)

· Provide detailed information on major actions or decisions anticipated in the coming year that could magnify or lessen the threat(s).  (e.g. legislation, change in government regulation, issuance of permits)

· Identify the best protective action(s) that can be taken to eliminate the threat(s). 

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS AND MEDIA 

Only of especially useful to the nomination, include additional relevant materials like maps, video, press clippings, or photos.

NOMINATION DEADLINE

Your nomination form must be postmarked no later then January 1, 2007 to be considered. Please send your completed nomination form to:

Clean Beaches Council

Attn: America’s Most Endangered Beaches Nomination

1225 New York Ave NW, Suite 450

Washington, DC 20005
WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT

During the selection process, Clean Beaches Council staff may contact you to get more information and clarify facts and issues. Groups submitting successful nominations will be asked to proofread report language for their beach, provide photographs for the report, assist in the preparation of press materials, answer media inquiries, and maintain year-round contact with Clean Beaches Council staff regarding developments on your beach. Clean Beaches Council staff will also have a conversation with you about including and/or notifying other groups working on your beach. The 2007 America’s Most Endangered Beaches report will be released in summer 2007.

FOR MORE INFORMATION

If you have questions or concerns regarding your nomination, please contact us at info@cleanbeaches.org or 202-682-9507. For additional information, please visit www.cleanbeaches.org. 

