DRAFT (11-16-07): Maine Healthy Beaches Program


Guidance: What to Do If There is a Fecal Accident in the Water
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Remove Gross Contamination 


Take proper safety precautions





Remove Advisory or Closure 


When the bacteria results are within acceptable limits








Collect Water Samples


Continue to monitor the water until the bacteria levels are acceptable (less than 104 colonies/100mls for recreational water contact).  The number of sample sites and the duration of the advisory/closure will depend on the persuasiveness of the incident and the flushing rate of the particular area








Remove Advisory or Closure 








Inform the Public


Ask people to leave the water immediately and to shower as soon as possible





Post an Advisory or Closure Depending on the extent of the contamination and current conditions at the beach (i.e. tidal stage, currents, prevailing winds)








