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Izaak Walton League Endorses Community-Based Fisheries Bill

GAITHERSBURG, Md. — The Izaak Walton League of America (IWLA) today strongly endorsed a bill that, for the first time, would address the needs of fisheries habitat under the Clean Water Act through voluntary, community-based activities.


The bill, called the Fishable Waters Act, was introduced by Rep. John Tanner, D-Tenn., and Sen. Christopher “Kit” Bond, R-Mo.

 “As an organization founded nearly 80 years ago by anglers concerned about local water quality and fisheries health, the League is pleased to see this ground-breaking legislation introduced, and to have played a part in its drafting,” said IWLA Conservation Director James A. Mosher. “This bill is badly needed. Twenty-seven years after the enactment of the Clean Water Act, its goals have not been met, and 40 percent of our waterways are still not considered by the Environmental Protection Agency to be fishable or swimmable.”

The League views the Fishable Waters Act as a fresh approach to improving fisheries habitat and water quality. The bill relies on cooperative, incentive-based efforts by landowners, communities and key agency staff, and a participatory watershed planning process. The bill also allows communities to target priority areas, those most damaged by erosion, siltation, channelization and other habitat destroying activities, and would funnel federal and state dollars directly to the areas where they are most needed.

“Currently, 35 percent of our freshwater fishes are imperiled or considered vulnerable, and the primary threat to these species continues to be diminished habitat,” said IWLA Executive Director Paul Hansen. “The Fishable Waters Act will supplement the Clean Water Act by focusing financial and technical assistance on the Clean Water Act’s goal of restoring the physical and biological health of our waterways and improving fisheries habitat.”

The Clean Water Act has a proven history of improving the chemical integrity of our nation’s waters, and the Environmental Protection Agency currently is reviewing its total maximum daily load (TMDL) requirements, which limit the total amount of pollutants allowed in a body of water. To date, however, there has not been a legislative tool to address the physical and biological integrity of the nation’s waters that would support and maintain our fisheries and other life dependent on aquatic habitat. 

“The League has long supported the idea that, at a bare minimum, surface waters should be of suitable quality for the protection and propagation of fish and wildlife,” Mosher said. “We believe the bill introduced today will accomplish that ideal and more.”

The Fishable Waters Act also is supported by many partner organizations representing the conservation and agricultural communities, the recreational fishing industry, and federal and state agencies.

*********

The Izaak Walton League of America is a national conservation organization with 50,000 members and supporters, 21 state divisions and more than 300 local chapters. Founded in 1922, the League is named for the 17th century conservationist and author of “The Compleat Angler.”
