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The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) has funds available to provide grants to improve access to household hazardous waste (HHW) collection programs.  Called the Michigan HHW Collection Initiative, the program goal is to provide funding to Michigan communities to provide HHW collection programs to under-served populations in Michigan.  For purposes of this Initiative, under-served populations are those that have minimal (one or two collection days per year) to no current access to HHW collection programs due to lack of an adequate program or inability of the program to accommodate a significant segment of the population.  Consideration will be given to communities with more than two collections per year, providing they can demonstrate that funding will remove barriers that limit participation of a significant portion of the population.  Examples of such barriers are travel distance and lack of transportation for the population to haul material to a collection site, lack of knowledge about collections, etc.

The grants are funded by an appropriation under the Clean Michigan Initiative (CMI) and pursuant to the MDEQ’s authority under Part 145, Waste Reduction Assistance, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act (NREPA), 1994 PA 451, as amended.  The CMI was created under Part 196, CMI Implementation, of NREPA with a $675 million general obligation bond approved by voters on November 3, 1998. 

Each Michigan household discards an average of over 20 pounds of potentially hazardous waste annually.  In July 1998, Michigan’s population reached 10 million.  This meant that Michigan households could have generated over 65 million pounds of unregulated hazardous waste to be disposed of in landfills, incinerators, and wastewater treatment facilities.  In some communities these wastes are not accepted for disposal, leaving residents little choice but to store materials where they may be spilled or become a hazard to pets, children, and others who do not understand the toxicity of this material.  On occasion, these household wastes find their way directly into the environment, affecting the waters of the state, the air, wildlife, and human health and safety. 

To lessen the impact of these wastes on the environment, the MDEQ has developed a grant program for communities to improve public access to HHW collections.  A total of $1,000,000 in grants is being offered for a Michigan HHW Collection Initiative.  Grants are available for Michigan county health and environmental departments, other local governmental agencies, or non-profit organizations to establish and operate HHW collection programs.  Eligible projects must focus on establishing HHW collection facilities, HHW management, and disposal activities.  

Application packages are currently available from the MDEQ for the second solicitation of applications, from March 1 through May 31, 2001.

ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS: Michigan community governments, non-profits, and other agencies showing capability of fulfilling the requirements of the grant are eligible to apply.  For-profit applicants are ineligible for grants, but may serve as sub-contractors to the grantee.

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES: Activities eligible for funding include establishing a permanent site and/or mobile collection program, costs associated with a collection event, start-up promotional expenses, handling, storage and disposal costs, and other operating, training, and equipment costs necessary to support the collection activities.

AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS: Approximately $500,000 is available for this cycle of funding.

MATCHING REQUIREMENTS: Organizations receiving grants are required to match state funds by at least 25 percent.  For example, the state will provide 75 percent of the total allowable cost of the project and the grantee will provide the other 25 percent.  Grantee contributions may include dollars, in-kind goods and services, and/or third party contributions. Grant projects must total $50,000 or greater (state match + local match = $50,000 or greater).  

DUE DATE: Applications are due on May 31, 2001.

TIME LIMIT: Grants must be used during the first two years of a seven-year project.  A seven-year commitment with proof of sustainability is required.  The goal of these grants is to provide communities the seed money they need to start a program that can be sustained at the local level.   

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Questions?  Contact Ms. Lucy Doroshko, Michigan HHW Collection Initiative Manager, at 
517-373-1322 or doroshkl@state.mi.us.

Grant Application Materials?  Contact Ms. Julie Webber, Pollution Prevention Section, Environmental Assistance Division, at 517-335-5543, or download information from the Internet at www.deq.state.mi.us/ead/cmigrant.  

Available documents include:

· HHW Grant Application Round 2 (Request for Proposal);

· List of Michigan HHW Coordinators;

· List of HHW Management Companies.  (This list is provided as an informational resource.  It is not guaranteed to be comprehensive, nor is inclusion on the list a recommendation or endorsement by the MDEQ.)

The MDEQ has set up a HHW listserver to provide information about this grant program and Michigan collection programs already in operation.  To subscribe, go to the MDEQ website at http://www.deq.state.mi.us/dept/listserv.htm and choose DEQ-EAC-HHWC.
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