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Oswego River Removed From List of Polluted Areas

Historic Milestone for Efforts to Cleanup the Great Lakes
Contact: Michael Basile, (716) 551-4410, basile.michael@epa.gov (project details), and Jennifer May (646) 369-0039 (venue details)

(New York, N.Y. – July 24, 2006)  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1On Tuesday, July 25, The once degraded lower Oswego River will make history when the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and its state, local and international partners announce that cleanup efforts have improved conditions enough for the area to be taken off the list of the most polluted areas in the Great Lakes Basin. The lower Oswego River is the first U.S. area to come off the list of the Great Lakes Areas of Concern, which originally included 43 severely degraded geographic areas in the United States and Canada.  EPA will be joined by New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, EPA Great Lakes National Program, the Oswego River Remedial Advisory Committee, the International Joint Commission and the Mayor of Oswego to make the historic announcement. 
Who:

Alan J. Steinberg, EPA Regional Administrator

Karen Noyes, Chair, Oswego River Remedial Advisory Committee
Kenneth Lynch, Director NYSDEC, Region 7

Gary Gulezian, EPA Director of the Great Lakes National Program Office

Mayor Randy Bateman, City of Oswego

Dennis Schornack, Chair, International Joint Commission, U.S. Section

Conrad de Barros, Ontario Ministry of the Environment
What: 

A walk through of the area, remarks, photo opportunities, interviews
When:

Tuesday, July 25, 2006, 12:15 pm. walk through, 1:00 pm ceremony
Where: 
The walking tour will commence at 12:15 pm from the Public Parking Lot South 
 

of U.S. Post  Office on West 1st Street in Oswego NY. and end at the Pavilion for 


the formal event at 1pm. Remarks will be made at Oswego River at Veteran's 
Park Pavilion - West Linear Park (north of Bridge Street, on the Oswego River), 

City of Oswego, New York. 


Note to Media: You are invited to attend the above ceremony as well as an 


informal walk along the Oswego River that will take place immediately before 


the ceremony for the agency dignitaries. They will be escorted by members of 


the Oswego River Remedial Action Plan committee who will give them a 


historical photo album tour along the river depicting the way it looked years ago 


before remediation, revitalization and redevelopment took place.  
06-xx
Page 1 of  2

