
WESTERN LAKE ERIE BASIN

WATERSHED STAKEHOLDER FUNDING

Request For Proposals – June 18, 2008

The Maumee Valley Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D), in conjunction with the Western Lake Erie Basin Partnership, is offering funding to local Watershed Based Stakeholder groups in the Western Lake Erie Basin Project Area.  Funding will be on a competitive basis via proposals submitted to the RC&D and evaluated by the Western Lake Erie Basin Partnership.
Purpose

The purpose of the project will be to encourage the formation/organization of new local watershed partnerships in the WLEB Project Area and/or to build capacity of existing local Watershed Stakeholder Groups.

Eligibility
Local Watershed Based Groups (or agencies supporting them) that are organized (or organizing) at the 8 Digit HUC level (or smaller acreages) are eligible to apply for the funding.  Applicants need to have as a fiscal agent a governmental entity or Section 501c(3) organization and be capable of receiving, managing, and accounting for public funds.  Applicants shall apply for these grants for the purpose of planning and implementation of a holistic non-point source watershed management strategy on behalf of the watershed partnership.
Eligibility is limited to entities or organizations within the WLEB Project Area.  

Soil and Water Conservation Districts, local governmental organizations, and regional, state or national NGO’s, etc, are eligible to apply if the specific purpose of the project is to organize and grow a multi-stakeholder, locally based watershed organization within a specific 8 digit or smaller watershed.

Use of Funds

The funds received shall be used by the grant sponsor to achieve one of the following:

· Used by a local group to organize or to form a fledgling or new group that is getting established. 
· Prepare marketing and educational materials for, or publicize with marketing materials, a newly organizing or existing watershed group.
· Used by local group to assist in the process of preparing a watershed plan

· Implement an Action Item in existing watershed plan if one exists
· Monitoring of ongoing water quality projects or actions, or to obtain baseline data necessary for project planning, issue scoping, or watershed action plan development.
· Staffing needed to carry out the above activities

The funds used shall either:

 1) Contribute to building increased capacity in a watershed based organization working to improve water quality and implement conservation in the watershed, or
2) Contribute to either an on the ground project that improves water quality or implements conservation practices in the watershed.  
Funding Amounts

Up to $50,000 in total funding will be committed to the sum of the approved projects.  Funding for each individual entity will range from $3,500 to as much as $10,000 per watershed organization (based one the number of applications received and approved.)  Recipients will have up to 12 months to utilize the funds and complete the project.
Fifty percent of the funds will be advanced upon approval of the agreement, with the remaining 50% reimbursed upon completion of the project and submission of a final project report.
Applicants will be asked to submit a six month interim report and a final report at conclusion of the project.

Application Process
Eligible applicants shall submit a brief narrative proposal (1-3 Pages) to the Maumee Valley RC&D.  The proposal shall include the following sections:


1.
Name and Description of the Applicant



Type of Organization



Geographic Extent of the Organization



Funding Requested


2.
Proposed Use of Funding
What Will Be Done








How it Will Be Done and by Whom








Timetable



3.
Budget



Total Funding Requested








Breakdown of how the money will be spent








(Use attached budget Table)

4.        Benefits

Explain what will be accomplished with the funding and the benefits that will be derived
5.       Project Personnel
Explain who will be responsible for managing the funds and carrying out the project.

The deadline for completed applications to be received at the Maumee Valley RC&D office shall be close of business on Monday, July 28, 2008.  

Proposals shall be submitted in MS Word Format and emailed to: 
mvrcd@defnet.com 
Alternatively, proposals may be submitted in electronic format by mailing the file on CD to:

Maumee Valley RC & D

06879 Evansport Rd.

Suite  E

Defiance, OH  43512

Evaluation and Funding
Proposals will be evaluated by the WLEB Operations Group of the Western Lake Erie Basin Partnership and funding awarded based on the recommendations of the Operations Group to the Maumee Valley RC&D.  The WLEB Operations Group will determine number of proposals funded, the amount of funding for each (based on a review of all proposals received), and provide technical oversight of the projects. The Maumee Valley RC&D will be the finding and fiscal agent.
The proposals will be evaluated based on:



Completeness and Clarity of the Proposal



Probability of Success



Expected Conservation and Environmental Benefits of the Proposal



Track Record of the Applicant

Notification of funding will be provided within approximately 45 days of the close of applications.  Successful applicants will execute a project agreement with the Maumee Valley RC&D.

All decisions of the Maumee Valley RC&D, and the Western Lake Erie Basin Partnership shall be final.

For additional information contact:

Barbara Layman
Maumee Valley RC&D



419-784-3717

Steve Davis

Western Lake Erie Basin Operations Group




419-222-0614, ext 108

Kristy Meyer

Western Lake Erie Basin Funding Committee



614-487-7506
Watershed Capacity Grants Budget Table

	Item


	Dollar Amount

	Salaries ( Indicated hours, Rate, and any fringe)


	

	Materials and Supplies (Disposable Items) (Explain)


	

	Equipment (Permanent Items) (Explain)


	

	Informational Materials or Marketing Products (Explain)


	

	Other (Explain)


	

	Other (Explain)


	

	Total Dollars Requested


	



