Toxic and radioactive uranium

is leaking into Lake Ontario. 
You should be concerned.
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This is a uranium conversion facility run by Cameco Corporation in Port Hope, 100 kilometres east of Toronto on the north shore of Lake Ontario. And this is Cameco’s own map, showing that a plume of groundwater contaminated with uranium has been leaking into Lake Ontario. 
This has been going on for at least 10 years, perhaps 20, according to the company, which is the world’s largest producer of uranium.

The plant it leaked from has been shut down for a year. But it is due to reopen soon, as early as the end of  September  – and Canada’s nuclear regulator seems to be content to let the company get away with not cleaning up its contamination.

The only way to stop this is if you, our neighbours around the lake, register your concern. We hope you will write to the authorities listed below.
Background
Federal documents obtained by a member of a citizen’s environmental group in Port Hope, Families Against Radiation Exposure (F.A.R.E.), verify the following facts:
· A Golder Associates report to Cameco, dated March 10, 2008, says high levels of eight contaminants have leaked into the soil beneath the company’s uranium hexafluoride plant (Building 50) – uranium, arsenic, fluoride, silver, cobalt, copper, nickel and antimony. All exceed Province of Ontario standards for industrial soil.
· This includes an estimated 1,000 to 1,700 kilograms of uranium (U235 and U238), most of which is above the level Canada deems safe. Only about 10 to 17 percent of it has been removed.

· Also spilled were an estimated 20,000 to 26,000 kilograms of fluoride (from a process that uses highly toxic hydrofluoric acid). Only 2 to 7 percent of this has been removed.

· Cameco argues that cleaning up any more is too expensive, will take too long, and might undermine its building. The nuclear regulator, the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission, has accepted this argument, apparently without doing its own soil or water tests. “There is no regulatory or risk basis for the removal of 100% of contaminated soils under Building 50 at this time,” CNSC chair Michael Binder said in an Aug. 14 letter to the F.A.R.E. member.
· Concentrations of uranium in groundwater have been measured up to 1,200 times higher than Ontario guidelines.

· Thousands more kilograms of uranium, fluoride and arsenic have leaked out beyond Building 50 and reached Lake Ontario (as Cameco’s map shows). But the CNSC says that, based on the company’s tests, “ground water and surface water monitoring data indicate that workers and members of the public are not exposed to levels of contaminants that represent a health risk.”
· F.A.R.E. has called on Ontario’s Ministry of Environment to do further tests of this and another leak to determine if Cameco Corporation and the CNSC can be prosecuted under the Environmental Protection Act and the Ontario Water Resources Act. The ministry has not yet responded.
· Canada’s federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans has been asked to investigate violations of the Fisheries Act, which prohibits the dumping of any “deleterious substance” into a fish habitat. That department has not yet responded.
Please write now:

We need your help to stop this and make a polluter clean up. Please write to the following authorities urgently, registering your concern for the safety of our drinking water and fisheries:

Michael Binder, chair

Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission

280 Slater St.

P.O. Box 1046, Station B

Ottawa, Ontario CANADA  K1P 5S9

The Hon. Loyola Hearn

Minister of Fisheries and Oceans
Parliament Buildings

Wellington Street

Ottawa, Ontario CANADA

K1A 0A6
John Gerretsen

Minister of Environment, Ontario
12th floor, 135 St. Clair Ave. West

Toronto, Ontario CANADA

M4V 1P5
Mayor Linda Thompson

Municipality of Port Hope
56 Queen St.

P.O. Box 117

Port Hope, Ontario CANADA

L1A 3V9
Jerry Grandey

President and CEO

Cameco Corporation
2121 11th St. West

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan CANADA

S7M 1J3






      Please copy us (below)
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 Families Against Radiation Exposure (F.A.R.E.) is a citizen’s environmental group formed to voice concerns about emissions from Port Hope’s nuclear facilities. Its website is www.ph-fare.com. In 2006, it won a prestigious Canadian Environment Award. 

Yours sincerely,
Sanford Haskill

Chair

Families Against Radiation Exposure

P.O. Box 202, Port Hope, Ontario CANADA L1A 3W3
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