Sustainable Development Strategy Team/Recreation Workgroup
Outline : February 23, 2005 Draft  suggested additions in bold, subtractions in (  )
Workgroup Purpose 
The purpose of the workgroup reports is to provide information related to current and future human activities and impacts on (in) the Great Lakes Basin with recommended actions to promote sustainable use practices that protect environmental resources and public health .  These activities ( that)  may enhance or are essential to the recreation, commercial and societal values of the Great Lakes. The workgroup reports will only briefly outline solutions for many of the challenges with the expectation that more in depth suggestions will be outlined in the other Strategy Teams.
Executive Summary
Introduction:  Frame the Question/Issue(s)
The main interaction of Great Lakes’ residents with their ecosystem is no longer for subsistence but now for quality of life. The interaction we term ”recreation” is so highly valued by society that special purpose governmental units on the federal, state, tribal and local levels are charged with providing and promoting recreation services utilizing public funds. The private sector also provides services and goods to the region’s residents and visitors. A whole industry exists to entice visitors to share the regions natural resource based activities. Studies document that these activities provide a significant net positive gain for the health of the residents and to the region and national economy.  To sustain this interaction with a positive net gain, critical coastal areas must be open and accessible; water must be of high quality and sufficient quantity, sensitive habitat areas and biodiversity protected and attention paid to climate change and lake level interaction.
Existing Great Lakes Recreational Uses (basin-wide and water based)  

Recreational boating (motorized/non-motorized), (sport) fishing for commerce, sport and culture, hunting, wildlife watching, camping, swimming/beaches, windsurfing, hiking, bicycling, picnicking and driving along the shoreline
Influences on Future Uses/Projected Trends


Projected Future Demand for Recreation

Diminished Recreation Opportunities Due To:



Water Quality (and all the factors that impact WQ)


Limited/Loss of Access



Loss of Open Space (affecting both water quality and access)


Diverse natural resource ethics from state to state


No widespread regional image

Evaluation of Sustainable Practices


Sustainable Practices


Determination of Carrying Capacity

Expectations of technology (cleaner/quieter boat motors) and beyond

Recommendations for Actions

(Should flow from above)


Cross Cutting Issues


Recreation has huge economic impacts in the region

Water Quality impacts on public health and public water supply


Trans-Boundary Issues/Opportunities

Tribal 

Economic

Chemical/Biological Pollution

Habitat Loss

Invasive Species
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	Sustainable Development Strategy Team: Recreation, Boating, Fishery, Tourism Workgroup
	

	USE of the Resource: The Great Lakes provide a very diverse set of recreational opportunities in close proximity to large population centers for residents and tourists
	

	Status/Sustainability
	X Cutting Issues
	Challenges/Trends
	Recommendations/Timing

	Economy
	
	*80% of the US shoreline’s 10,000 miles is in private hands,

*industry(AG) and local government investments needed

*Brownfields utilized

* No “brand Identity” for Great Lakes and its assets
	CAFOs regulated, advanced manure management, buffer strips, watershed management plans implemented, low impact development pilots ( green roofs, rain gardens, etc)
The 2002 Brownfields Act authorizes up to $250 million annually for redevelopment approaches that can include conversion of industrial lands to water-front parks, landfills to golf courses and rail corridors to recreation trails.

	*Growth and 20% sprawl on average is predicted for the coastal counties producing competition for land and infrastructure funding. 
* Recreation Tourism, Boating and Fisheries fuel multi- billion dollar economic activity. Sport fishing over a billion dollar economic impact, Great Lakes Recreational Boating study (2/05)$22 billion dollar impact,
Il Assoc. of Park Districts Economic Impact on state of Local Park and Recreation Agencies (2/05) &1.64 bill
	Land use
Ag/Forest

Sediment/AOC

PBT


	
	

	Environment
	
	Lake levels, temperature and snow pack role
	

	Existing on--shore sensitive habitat areas, shore marinas and boat ramps and under water spawning areas can potentially conflict .with use 
	Climate change
Habitat

ANS 

Coastal Health
	
	

	Society
	
	Large public investment and education needed for purchase and protection of open space to provide public access. Wastewater treatment infrastructure improvements and watershed management to control episodic “flashes” in stream events
	“The Task Force on Community Prevention Services strongly recommends creation of and/or enhanced access to places for physical activity. The Land and Water Conservation Fund provides resources toward implementing this important, evidence-based recommendation” John J Librett, Scientist, National Center for Chronic, disease and Health Protection. 

The National Park Service 2004 Survey of states estimated unmet demands for recreation facility development and open space acquisition funding, 76% of the states reported needs exceeding 50%.  Of the 11 states reporting 90% unmet needs, 4 - half the Great Lakes states were over 90%.

LWCF 2004 Annual Report 

	Highly valued by society for quality of life and health effects
	Public health bonus from activity
NPS-(it is not regulated- up to people)

Indicators and Information
	
	


