	Sustainable Development Strategy Team: Recreation, Boating, Fishery, Tourism Workgroup

	USE of the Resource: The Great Lakes provide recreational boating opportunities throughout the region which has led to the development of a substantial recreational maritime industry offering a multitude of economic, sport and recreational benefits to the region’s population. 

	Status/Sustainability
	Challenges
	Recommendations/Timing

	Economy
	The industry is dependent upon continuous governmental support of infrastructure (dredging, marina construction, launch ramps, sustainable fish populations, clean water, navigation aids, weather reporting, safety and rescue operations). The industry is also sensitive to recessions & targeted taxes. 
	Return greater portion of fuel taxes paid by boaters to boating projects and services. Education and Marketing which emphasizes the importance of recreational maritime industry to the region and which highlights recreational boating opportunities available on the Great Lakes. Expansion of urban marinas to meet need.

	Recreational Maritime Industry has a substantial direct and indirect economic impact in the manufacturing, retail sales, and tourism sectors of the region’s economy.  

                                             
	
	

	Environment
	Sustaining fish population, minimizing discharges into air and water, dredging of lakebeds and finding strategies for maintaining water levels.  
	Expansion of green marina and boat yard programs, continuing research into engine technology, re-establishment of sustainable fish populations, research and assessment of dredging and water loss problems. Responsible planning of marina expansions.

	Recreational boating is dependent upon a sustainable fish population, clean water, and navigable waterways. Air and water discharges attributable to recreational boating can have deleterious effect on the environment it needs to survive.
	
	

	Society
	Facilitating further growth of recreational maritime industry without unduly contributing to environmental problems.
	Publicity and marketing to recognize importance of industry; exploitation of opportunities presented by “new urbanism” and post-smoke stack economy of region; and support for green technology and basin-wide management of fishery

	Highly valued by society for sport, recreational and historical reasons. Regulated by feds, localities, states, & provinces.


	
	


