

FIRST DRAFT SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT TEAM FISHERIES 

DRAFT OUTLINE
Format: Narrative with excel matrix worksheets for:

1. Highlights

2. Commercial figures 

3. Angler figures 

4. Charter boat figures

5. Subsistence Figures

6. Research Figures
Outline (for narrative) 

Introduction (Snapshots)

Great Lakes Fisheries Today: One of the five primary uses of the Great Lakes: Fisheries as industry, as tourism, as recreation, as culture.

Overview of Great Lakes Fisheries: Historical overview of commercial, subsistence, recreational (sport and charter boat). (excellent summary already exists)

Overview of Great Lakes Fisheries Economics: Anglers, charter boats, residents’ recreation, commercial wholesale and retail fishery sales, fishing resorts: Jobs, Culture, Sustenance, Fish Market, Food Services


Great Lakes Fisheries Trends

Declines in all areas due to fishery crashes, exotic species impacts, 


Put and take fisheries; rehabilitation of native species efforts struggling


Economic and regulatory shift from Commercial to Recreational


Tribal fishing rights courts cases, Tribal federal recognition


Fish Contaminant levels: some declining, some emerging; some rising

Great Lakes Fisheries Challenges (many issues cross-cut with other Teams)


Issues related to fish populations, for example:



Habitat, Aquatic Invasive Species, Water issues, Fish disease


Issues related to stocking fish, for example:



Alewife-based fishery failing; no lakewide or basinwide salmon objectives


Issues related to marketing, for example:



Contaminants concerns, fish market crash after 9-11, no Great Lakes 


Brand


Issues related to fishing, for example:



Access: for recreational and commercial vessels



Culture: Sport Fishing Heritage, Tribal Heritage



Social: Some conflicts



Tourism: Visitors from within and without the Lakes




Technology: Lack of green technology  (this also applies to fish pops)

	Fishery Matrix Working Draft

Sustainable Development Strategy Team: Recreation, Boating, Fishery, Tourism Workgroup

	USE of the Resource: The Great Lakes provide fishing opportunities for commercial, subsistence, sport, charter boats, and research purposes. 

	Status/Sustainability
	Challenges
	Recommendations/Timing

	Economy
	No Great Lakes identity / brand; 

Access to fishing opps and fish products
	Market Great Lakes

	Wholesale and Retail Fish products; jobs and sustenance; recreational and tourism opportunities. 
	
	

	Environment
	Contamination (biological and chemical) caused by multiple sources; habitat loss
	Green technology and practices for industry, agriculture and home, deal with present AIS.

	All fisheries depend on healthy and abundant fish stocks, which depend on adequate habitat for spawning and foraging.
	
	

	Society
	Address fish contaminant concerns; address need for basin-wide fishery management
	Public education to get society to provide resources and support for green technology and basin-wide management of fishery. 

Regional fish advisories.

	Highly valued by society for sport and tribal heritage, jobs, and recreation, and tourism opps. Regulated by feds, tribes, First Nations, states, province.
	
	


